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That Behader Beg, merely because he had farmed
villages, should be liable to be sued at Calcutta for an
alleged wrong which had not the remotest connection
with the collection of the revenue, and should be subjected
to Arrest on mesne and hopeless imprisonment on final
process, to say nothing of the expenses of litigating in an
English Court, was a cruel grievance, though the only
persons definitely to blame for it appear to me to be
those who legislated in a rash peremptory way on matters
of which they knew little, indeed nothing precise and
definite.

With respect to the other and even more important
points in the case similar observations arise.

The Patna Cause clearly showed that the Provincial
Councils were, at least that the Patna Provincial Council
was, a mere semblance of a Court which had in practice
made over its functions to its own subordinate officers.
Impey expressed a hope that the decision would strengthen
the Provincial Councils regarded as Courts by impressing
upon them the importance of discharging their own duties
themselves. To this Bogle with perfect truth replied
that this was an impossibility. They had neither the^nen
nor the time (nor, he might have added, the knowledge
or education) necessary for the purpose, and their number,
six, was ridiculously inadequate for the purpose, and
their organisation, if possible, worse. If they did not
practically make over their powers to the Cazi and
Muftis there would be practically no administration of
justice at all in India.

It seems to me that both Impey and Bogle were right,
No doubt the Provincial Councils had practically re-
signed their duties to their subordinates. No doubt they
were quite incompetent to perform them personally, and